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INTRODUCTION FOR CENTRAL SLATE BELT REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Boroughs of Bangor, Roseto, East
Bangor and the Township of Washington
make up the Central Slate Belt Region. The
municipal governing bodies of this region
agreed to create a long range
comprehensive plan as part of an inter-
governmental cooperation agreement. For
convenience in this report the four
municipalities are referred to as the BREW
municipalities or communities.

Why plan together? There are several
reasons for multi-municipal planning. For
the BREW municipalities, economics is
one of the prime reasons. The Northern
tier of Northampton County has long been
refer-red to as the Slate Belt Area. Five
slate quarries opened between 1863 and
1870 in the Bangor Area. Slate mining and
related industries were very important to
the local economy until 1920s when the
slate industry went into deep decline.
More recently, agriculture, apparel
manufacturing, retail trade, and service
industries, particularly tax processing and
computer related businesses provide most
of the local job opportunities. However
many local people commute long
distances to work. The rural portions of
the BREW planning area include
productive agricultural soils and farming
continues to be viable in the southern
portion of the planning area. Regional
planning will help the BREW municipalities
to improve the Central State Belt Regional
economy through a coordinated strategy
to create local job opportunities.
Secondly, this regional plan provides a
better opportunity to preserve BREW
environmental assets, farmland, and open
space resources of this region.

There are also fiscal and legal advantages
for this multi-municipal plan. There are
cost savings in the planning stage and
potential savings on shared services in the
future. From the legal standpoint, the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code
enables a group of cooperating
municipalities to provide for all required
land uses over a larger geographic area for

FE E I A A R TR O R S S R S S A S SO A IR S S
EE S N A S BRI PR N IV S S N B A8 D S A !

a more rational distribution of land uses.
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

Bangor, Roseto, East Bangor and
Washington Township are located in a low
shale plateau with undulating hills located
on the southerly side of the Blue Mountain.
Martins Creek and several other streams
have their head waters in this region. The
BREW region generally has a scenic rural
setting. The three historic boroughs and
Township villages are semi-rural, central
places, within the region. They also have
local historic and architectural charm.

Beautiful Landscape — The beauty of this
tandscape is evident from the hills, valleys,
streams, forests, farms, and village scale
of the BREW communities. Special views
of this landscape are enhanced from the
higher land elevations. Land elevations
above sea level reach their highest (1,600
feet on the Blue Mountain) and lowest
points (340 feet along the Martins Creek) in
Washington Township. Following are
some other elevations:

Bangor — 760 feet at Bangor Memorial
Park, 800 feet near 13" Street, 720 feet
along Ridge Road, 520 feet at Broadway
and Main Streets, 480 feet on Martins
Creek near Pennico Park west of South
Main Street,

Roseto — 840 feet along Kennedy Drive,
800 feet along Garibaldi Avenue and
Eisenhower Boulevard, 760 feet at the
Borough Park, 740 feet at the Municipal
Building, 670 feet along Roseto Avenue,
and 630 feet along Columbus Street as it
exits the Borough to the east.

East Bangor - 800 feet along Maple Street
near South Broad Street, 780 feet near
North Broad, 700 feet at the Borough Park
as well as at the intersection of Broad and
Central Avenue, 620 feet at Capitol Auto
Parts, and 580 feet along SR 512 at the
western entrance of the Borough.

i~ —Pagel



Location of Central Slate Belt Region
in Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania
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Washington Township Villages - 580 to
480 feet in Ackermanville, 440 to 400 feet in

Factoryville, 480 to 420 feet in Flicksville,
700 to 660 feet in Jacktown, 800 to 680 feet
in Locke Heights, 680 to 480 feet in
Richmond, 940 to 840 feet in West Bangor.

HERITAGE

Indians were the earliest residents of this
region. They were joined by European
settlers in the early 18" century. In the
1730s, Scotch-Irish farmers came to this
area. As more settlers arrived, mostly
from Germany, village development took
place primarily at the confluence of Martins
Creek and Brushy Creek. When slate
mining began in the mid to late 1860s,
Welsh, English, German, Irish, italian and
others came to work in the mines and area
businesses. The Slate Belt Heritage Center
museum on North First Street in Bangor
provides an opportunity to learn more
about the history and economy of this
Area,

Although this is a regional plan,
the plan seeks to respect and
preserve each community’s
identity as part of the planning
process.

PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN

The primary purpose of this plan is to
recommend a set of coordinated policies
to guide future growth, renewal of built-up
areas and preservation of community —
environmental assets in the four BREW
municipalities. This plan also seeks to be
consistent with the twelve purposes of a
multi-municipal plan as defined in Section
1101 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code.

SCOPE OF THIS PLANNING PROGRAM

This multi-municipal planning program
includes three major tasks described
below in the order of their
accomplishment.

Investigation of Background information-

Information including surveys, U.S.

Census data, prior published reports and
interviews form the basis for this plan.
Some of that background information is
summarized in Chapter Three of this
report. Other data is in electronic files and
preliminary draft report sections that were
presented to the BREW municipal planning
commissions as part of the multi-municipal
planning program.

Preparation of Comprehensive Plan — The

three major comprehensive plan elements
are land use, transportation, and
community facilities. The planning
process involved preparing a Central Slate
Belt Regional land use Plan, taking that
plan to each individual community for their
general agreement, having a Central Slate
Belt Regional planning steering committee
accept the plan and then detailing the
transportation and community facilities
elements.

Development of Plan Implementation
Recommendations — This planning
process included the preparation of a
recommended zoning ordinance for three
of the four municipalities and a
recommended zoning map for the fourth
BREW community. This planning process
also included a recommendation for the
amendment of the multi-municipal
intergovernmental agreement to include a
process for the implementation of plan
recommendations that are appropriate to
carry out jointly by two or more of the
BREW municipalities.

ORGANIZATION OF THIS REPORT

This report is organized in such a manner
that it emphasizes the plan goals, policies,
and implementation recommendations
rather than the background information.
The first chapter is the Regional Plan. This
is followed by a local plan for each
community. The background sections are
in Chapter Three. This plan is consistent
with the scope of the planning program
established at the outset of this program to
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meet the requirements of the PA
Municipalities Planning Code and the PA
Department of Community and Economic
Development that administers the partial
grant for this program.

ASSUMPTIONS

This Comprehensive Plan is based on the
following general assumptions:

® |t is important to consider human
activities and the physical environment
of the region as interacting. Balance is
important.

® |t is important to respect the existing
human development in the Central
Slate Belt Boroughs and Villages.
These developments can be cultivated
as decent, safe, and Interesting central
places for people to live, worship,
recreate, work, and in which to conduct
business.

® |t is important to understand and
respect the natural context and
resources that link the communities,
including the Blue Mountain watershed
area, the three north-south trending
creeks and their tributaries, the upland
woodlands and the productive
agricultural soils.

® |t is important to understand that
economic opportunities are extremely
important to many residents of the
BREW area particularly borough
residents. Good economic
opportunities provide local work and
increased self respect. Improved
economics for the family provides
resources for living as well as home
improvement, neighborhood
stabilization, community enrichment
and regional stability.

This Central Slate Belt Regional planning
program is intended to be people oriented.
The economy, {and use, transportation,
and community facility elements of the
plan are inter-related to best serve the
people of this region. Balance is

important. The old slate mining operations
of the past were out of balance with nature
leaving difficult reclamation issues for
decades after the close of those mines.
There was too much taking from nature
and not enough care, respect and giving
back.- The landscape around the old mines
tells the story. It is assumed that future
policies of this Central Slate Belt Region
should be more respectful of the land as a
place for people to coexist with nature.

Population Trend Impact on Assumptions -
The number of people in the BREW area
grew as a function of the prosperous
mining and agricultural economies. By
1880, there were 1,328 people tiving in the
village that became Bangor. Bangor’s
population grew up to the year 1950 when
it peaked at 6,050 persons as the textile
and apparel industries provided a new
prosperous economic base to replace slate
and limited agricultural growth. The
number of people settling in the Boroughs
of Roseto, East Bangor, and the villages in
Washington Township also increased
during this period, but they never grew to
the size of Bangor. Bangor became the
central place for many activities such as
shopping, social activities, church and
services. However, from 1950 to 1980
Bangor Borough’s population declined to
5,006 as the textile and apparel industries
began to move south and out of this
country to lower labor costs and other
lower costs.

Bangor’s population increased slightly in
the 1980’s (+377), but declined by 64 in the
1990’s. The number of people living in
Washington Township increased by 554 in
the 1980’s and continued to increase in the
1990's by 393.

According to Lehigh Valley population
forecasts, at some year between 2010 and
2020, the number of people living in
Washington Township will exceed the
number living in Bangor. Part of the
reason for this change is that Bangor no
longer provides major employment
opportunities since textile manufacturing
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is gone and apparel industries are a mere
shadow of their employment importance
within the Borough. Just south of the
- Borough, the largest regional apparel
manufacturer is located in Washington
Township. Another factor in Bangor’s
population decline is the aging population.
As children graduated from school, they
moved elsewhere to find work leaving only
one or two parents in the large Bangor
homestead. The number of persons per
household in Bangor has been declining
and is projected to continue to decline
slightly for many more years. The number
of buildable lots in Bangor is very limited.
Conversely, Washington Township has
almost all of the land for building homes in
the BREW region. Washington Township
also has a picturesque living environment.
Some of the people moving into the
Township are attracted to the Township for
its environment and for its lower cost of
land. Clearly from the local planning
questionnaire results, many New Jersey
and New York families are moving into
Washington Township for the more
affordable cost of living, picturesque living
environment and its safety. Many of the
job holders in these new Township
households either commute back to their
former home areas or are commuting to
the Lehigh Valley employment center.
Some of the new residents appear to be
working at home. This Central Slate Belt
Regional Plan assumes that these trends
will continue and intensify during the
planning period to 2030.

Slate Belt and Central Slate Belt Population
Growth Assumption ~ This Central Slate
Belt Regional (BREW) Comprehensive Plan
will utilize the population forecasted to the
year 2030 by the Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission (LVPC) as follows:

Slate Belt Area 2000 | 2030 | Change
Central Slate Belt (BREW) Region

Bangor B. 5319 5,508 4%
Roseto B. 1,653 1,653 0%
East Bangor B. 979 1,103 13%
Washington T. 4,152 6,855 65%
BREW Region | 12,103 15120 25%

{Popuiation Table Continued)

Slate Belt Area 2000 | 2030 | Change
Remainder of Slate Belt (non-BREW) Region
Lower Mount 3,228 3,669 14%
Bethe! T,

Upper Mount 6,063 9,115 50%
Bethel T.

Plainfield T. 5,668 9,002 59%
Pen Argyl B. 3,615 3,729 3%
Portland B. 579 747 29%
Wind Gap B. 2,812 2,812 0%
Non BREW 21,965 | 29,074 32%
Slate Belt Total | 34,068 | 44,194 30%

Table Data Source: Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission, Comprehensive Plan —
Lehigh and Northampton Counties, PA.
The Lehigh Valley...2030

Population Characteristics Assumptions —
The resident population of the Central
Slate Belt Region is becoming ethnically
diverse. Population within the Boroughs
still has strong influences from the in-
migration of Welsh, German, Italian,
English and Dutch people. Washington
Township's older population contains the
same ethnic roots. While the influx of new
families is reducing the strength of
immigrant numbers, the pride and spirit of
the region’s cultural heritage remains
vibrant. The success of the Slate Belt
Heritage Center located in Bangor and the
many regional celebrations and events
(such as “Roseto’s Big Time” and the
“Slate Belt Heritage Festival”) are evidence
of a continuing interest in heritage. This
Regional Plan assumes such interest will
continue and grow.

Other major population characteristics will
have an impact upon this Region. The
post World War ll “baby boom” poputation

group born between 1946 and 1964 will
increasingly retire from the work force
during the next 25 years. The generations
of younger people born after 1964 appear
to have different values from the older pre
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1946 and baby boom generations. The
younger generations (Generation “X” born
1965-77 and the Millennial” born 1977-
2000+) are very busy people with both
mother and father working. Many of these
people came of age when national
institutions, big businesses, and famous
people came under question for their
actions. Layoffs, downsizing of
companies, and out-sourcing of work to
other countries is becoming a way of life
that requires constant improvement of job
and communication skills in order to retain
family supporting jobs. With the high
divorce rate, the post baby boom
population has become more self reliant.
Although they are individualistic, there is
somewhat of a trend to be group-oriented.
Frequently, their group is related to work,
areas of social interest, or based on
Internet communications and their group is
not as much based on neighborhood and

community contacts.

Local interest of many younger families is
perked by threats to their children’s safety,
education needs, and in some cases
environmental and property value
degradations. This plan assumes that the
above trends will continue during the next
20 plus years. This plan also assumes that
as a result of these trends there will be
many opportunities for this region. Some
of those opportunities that are considered
in this plan are a need for better local
education opportunities including
vocational retraining, physical
rehabilitation and exercise for the aging
population. There may also be an
opportunity to establish an environmental
quality committee and neighborhood
watch groups affiliated with the local
governments or affiliated with a council of
local government bodies such as the Slate
Belt Council of Governments.

Central Slate Belt Region Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee,
during a planning meeting
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PUBLIC INPUT FOR CENTRAL SLATE BELT REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Each of the four Central Slate Belt
Regional municipalities conducted a
survey of all residents as a way to obtain
useful information regarding community
attitudes on comprehensive planning
related issues. The results of their public
participation process and surveys are
summarized in the back of this plan report
with the special plan recommendations for
each community. Following are results
from a survey of the Central Slate Belt
Steering Committee that was appointed by
governing bodies of the four BREW
municipalities.

1. How would you describe the mission of
our Multi-municipal Plan?
Central Slate Belt Regional Plan
Steering Committee Answer: To
provide an Inter-municipal Cooperative
Planning Approach that coordinates
future land uses, preserves the natural
and the residential environments,
accommodates new job development
and tax ratables, encourages inter-
municipal cooperation and service
sharing, and facilitates the public
interest in preserving the health, safety,
general weifare, economy, and Central
Slate Belt beauty of the region.

2. How would you describe the vision of
our Multi-municipal plan?  Central

Siate Belt Regional Plan Steering
Committee Answer:

1)
Vision statements %

a. A Central-slate belt
area as a residential
bedroom community
with income tax to fund
local and school service,

87.5%

_disagree

b. A Central-slate area
with local job
opporiunities for at least
half of the work force
and with tax and service
sharing.

0%

. A Central-slafe beit
area with strong local
identity, featuring

tourism linkages to both
greater LV and Pocono
regions,

Vision statements

d. A Central-siate belt
area free from all slate
mine holes and sfate
refuse piles with either
garbage or fly ash to fill
the holes and generate
a Major revenue source
for local services.
€. A Centrai-slate belt
area with some or all of
the slate miné remnants
preserved and inter-
connected walking and
bicyciing traits
throughout the area,
f. A Central-slate belt
area that strongly :
supports local education
of children and adults
and enhances
broadband and the best
intemet access as an
asset for home and
business

3. What Values and/or Images come to your
mind to describe the Unique Identity of
Each or Our Communities?

Bangor - A struggling, quaint, close-knit,
small town — working together to make
changes to preserve its heritage.

East Bangor ~ “Mayberry, USA” - A small,
old fashion, tight-knit, residential
community.

Roseto — A quaint, rural small town with a
strong ltalian heritage.

Washington Township - A rural,
agricultural area, with housing
developments, open fields, commercial
plazas and small village centers.

4. Public Input Also Derived By: Key Person
Interviews, Public Workshops & Hearings.




CENTRAL SLATE BELT REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONCEPTS

The major ideas of this Central Slate Belt
Regional Comprehensive Plan are
introduced in this chapter of the plan report
as overarching goal statements. Each of the
subsequent sections of this chapter builds
upon these goals by recommending policies
and implementation actions. The major plan
concepts seek to accomplish the following:

1. Concentrate future Regional land
development within the Boroughs of
Bangor, Roseto, East Bangor, and in
Washington Township near these
Boroughs as well as within Township
Villages. Discourage sprawl
development and loss of farmland in
Washington Township.

2. Encourage economic development in
clusters along the existing railroad,
afong State Route (SR) 512, and in
.places that already have business
development such as Downtown Bangor
and Majestic in Washington Township
and in areas that have traditionally been
employment locations, such as the slate
quarries and mill sites,

3. As part of an economic development and
community building strategy, attract
educational institutions to locate prefer-
ably in the Borough of Bangor and/or
elsewhere within this Planning Region.

4. Enhance the Central Slate Belt Regional
electronic communication linkages
between educational institutions,
businesses, home based businesses and
the electronic world.

5. Preserve stream, wetlands, and
important natural areas with a 50 to 100
foot set back for development, and
where possible, use these open space
preserve corridors as greenway
connections for walkways and bikeways.

6. Retain the rural character of most of
Washington Township by preserving
open space and preserving meaningful
open space within all future
developments of any type.
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7. Promote tourism as a form of low
impact economic development by
keeping the scale of tourism
development in balance with the natural
and human environment.

8. Nurture agriculture as a business
activity, protector of open space, and as
a way of life. Enhance the development
potential of agricultural related
businesses in this region.

9. Enhance systems for the movement of
people and goods. Include streets,
buses, parking, park and ride facilities,
and heliports as well as safe and
attractive pedestrian corridors.

10. Evolve the community facility and utility
systems to change with the times and to
be complementary with the intent and
purposes of the land use plan and
proposed Central Slate Belt

regionalization.

Other concepts of this plan relate to the
fact that the Central Slate Belt Region is
part of many other geographic, economic
and social worlds. Openness and
cooperation should be pursued. As an
example, the BREW municipalities are also
part of the Slate Belt Area of northern
Northampton County. This Central Slate
Belt Regional Comprehensive Plan
recommends that each of the BREW
municipalities join the Slate Belt Council of
Governments (COG).

Elaborating on goal statement #3 & 4 from
above, this plan recommends linkages with
vocational schools, colleges, and other
institutions of higher learning. Even if
these facilities are not tocated within the
BREW communities, linkages should be
pursued. Special opportunities can
emerge from such relationships that
combine the talent of educators along with
the enthusiasm and energy of students.
The contact can be enlightening for the
students & beneficial for the local
businesses, government & residents.
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PRESERVATION OF NATURAL , HISTORIC, AND FARMLAND RESOURCES PLAN

PRESERVATION PLANS

Major natural resources for preservation
were identified in a Central Slate Belt Plan-
ning Region Natural Features Inventory
report (NFl) prepared by Rodite & Pandl,
LLC Community Planners in September of
2003. The original NFI Study focused on
Washington Township, but it has regional
significance as summarized below:

e Agriculturally Productive Solls are
mapped in the NFl report. Highly
productive and moderately productive
soils are highlighted. Unfortunately,
most of the highly productive
agricultural soils are located in the
western part of Washington Township
along the highly accessible SR 191
highway corridor and in locations that
have already experienced subdivision
activity. Significant land development
has already occurred on many farms in
this area.

@ Farms under the two PA farmland
preservation acts' protection are
mapped in the NFI. The mapped area
includes both the Central Slate Belt

Area and a strip of land along the Wash-

ington Township Boundaries that
extend into the adjacent three town-
ships. The map portrays very exten-
sive farmland act participation, partic-
utarly in the southern part of Wash-
ington Township and along the eastern
and southwestern Township
boundaries.

- Major natural areas of statewide

significance are identified in the Central

Slate Belt Region as unique and
important for the protection of
biological diversity. Each one of the

following areas is identified on a map in

the NF1 report.

O Blue Mountain
O Roseto Pond
O Angle Swamp

PR A

LIS A tro§zoe i N T T R R R R
LIRS e L L E e [ I S P R R L A T I L SR PR L S

O East Bangor Swamp Complex
O Wooded Areas

@ Major woodlands, watersheds and
creeks are identified in the NFI.
Combining the NF! report and the
LVPC Lehigh Valley 2003
Comprehensive Plan regarding
stream quality reveals the following:

O Martins/Jacoby Creek including
its tributaries (Greenwalk and
Waltz Creeks) is a Trout Stocking
(TSF) Stream.

O Little Martins Creek, Allegheny
Creek, Qughoughton Creek, and
Mud Run are all Cold Water
Fishes (CWF) Streams

Natural Features Map:
CREEKS & WATERSHEDS

(See chapter 3 for full size version of this
map. This map and other maps in this section
are “thumbnail” miniature copies. They are
presented here for general reference only. On
this map, watersheds are named and the
watershed boundaries are outlined with a
black line; streams are also named. )

Centrat Slate Belt Planning Regian Nutura Features
Creaks ond Witarshad Amax

ource; Lehigh Yallsy Flanning Camemitalon
Gaagrighic Informallan System (G5}
Catagraghey by Sara Pandl, AICP

- Rodite & Pandl, LLC, Commynity Plannan

+ L am = T L Arptamber, 2069
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" RIPARIAN (STREAMSIDE) BUFFERS
PLAN

The above streams are quality streams.
They are major assets to the Central Slate
Belt Region. These streams connect each
community with the others. Stream based
connectivity and interrelationship combines
the natural and human environment into one
major watershed neighborhood. This
Central Slate Belt Regional Plan recom-
mends the creation, development and
continual respect of riparian buffers along
every stream and minor tributary in this
region.

Riparian buffers are one way of respectfully
dealing with storm water runoff. This plan
recommends storm water control
approaches such as minimizing imperm-
eable land coverage on each parcel of land,
developing and maintaining effective
ground water retention, detention and
aquifer recharge systems in every
development.

Wetland (including swamps-bogs etc)
should also be protected by riparian
buffering. Wetland areas frequently act as
ground water recharge areas.

GOAL

To protect streams and wetlands so they
can provide numerous recreational and
environmental benefits to Central Slate Belt
Region residents.

POLICIES

@Encourage creation of quality
streamside buffers on lands that border
streams.

@Require riparian buffers of 100 feet
along Martins Creek and buffers of at
least 50 feet along all other streams.

@Inform Developers about quality
riparian buffers that contain a variety of
native trees and plants. Discourage the
development of riparian buffers with
monocultures of exotic vegetation.

@Educate officials and landowners as
to why it is important to protect
rivers and streams.

Encourage stream conservation
plans.

@Encourage landowners with streams
on their property to have
conservation plans prepared that
include best management practices
for riparian buffers.

@Encourage landowners to put
conservation easements on the parts
of their property that include riparian
buffers.

@Promote the use of existing
voluntary best management
practices in the management of
forestry activities in and along
streamside buffer areas.

@Include provisions for the presery-
ation and restoration of riparian buff-
ers in the Borough and Township
zoning ordinances, & subdivision
and land development ordinances.

@Give high priority should be given to
recreation, greenway and open
space projects that involve streams.

Offer opportunities for colleges and
universities to study streams and to
adopt stream segments to develop
riparian buffers:

@Encourage public and private local
school teachers to monitor stream
and riparian buffer quality and to
work with students from colleges
and universities who adopt alocal
stream and buffers.

@Facilitate the collaboration between
young and senior citizen residents to
adopt stream segments and their
riparian buffers to' monitor their
quality and do streamside clean up
when necessary. Boy scouts, girl
scouts and senior citizens through a
community center facility could be
the groups to initiate this policy.
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The above thumbnail (miniature) map is entitled

Natural Features Map: FLOOD PLAINS

(This map generally identifies where flood
plains exist. Much more detailed maps are
required to specifically locate the flood plain
for a property or group of properties. The
Geographic Information System (GIS) prepared
by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
provides more detailed information on the
location and extent of flood plains. That
information may be viewed together with other
data layers such as property lines and streets
to more specifically ascertain the impact of
flood plains. The full size version of this
FLOOD PLAIN map is located in Chapter 3 of
this Comprehensive Plan report.)

FLOODPLAINS

Several of the villages in Washington
Township (i.e. Ackermansville, Factoryville,
and Richmond) and the Borough of Bangor
have major floodplain areas. In some cases,
development has already encroach-ed on
these flood plain areas. Fortunately, it has
been almost two decades since major
flooding has been a region-wide event.
Major flooding is a game of chance. A major
flood event is likely to occur and it is most
prudent to manage land use so as to reduce
the damage to individual properties in the
Central Slate Belt Region. This Regional

¥
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CHAPTER ONE - CENTEAL 8L ATERELY RECIIONG,

Comprehensive Plan recommends a
region-wide approach to this issue with
the following goal and policies:

GOAL

To minimize flood damage and protect
floodplains.

POLICIES

ﬂ Prohibit new buildings, structures
and fill in the 100-year floodplain
except for highways and certain
other structures owned or
maintained by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, municipalities or
public utilities as defined and
regulated in Chapter 106 Floodplain
Management of Title 25
Environmental Protection,
Pennsylvania Code.

ﬂ Redevelopment of vacant, formerly
developed land is not recommended
within the floodway. Outside the
floodway, but within the flood plain
fringe, adequate flood proofing
measures must be taken for the
reuse or substantial improvement of
existing buildings or the
redevelopment of vacant but
formerly developed land.

I:I Floodways and in some cases parts
of the 100 year flood plain land areas
should be purchased by a public
body if these areas have potential for
linear park and/or riparian buffer
use. Otherwise, zoning regulations
should prevent development of
these flood impacted areas. As part
of that acquisition (in fee simple or
development rights purchase), these
areas should be included in riparian
buffers and where possible
developed as linear parks.

WETLANDS PRESERVATION PLAN

GOAL

To protect the remaining wetlands in the
Central Slate Belt Region.
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